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the navy in the post cold war world is the first book to invite
the reader to think strategically that is in means ends terms
about the navy in the new post soviet era it provides a unique
synthesis of strategic theory defense analysis and history
colin gray first explains how sea power works explores the
strategic relationship among sea land and air power with
particular attention to the course of a conflict viewed as a
whole and ventures boldly into the region of the meaning of
space strategy for maritime power and the relevance of that
power in the still emerging post cold war security
environment the navy in the post cold war world is unusual
because it is written by an internationally recognized general
strategic theorist and analyst rather than by a long standing
naval writer gray is thus better able to view naval issues in
proper perspective gray delves deeply into the role of sea
power as an enabling agent and team player in the overall
enterprise of national and international security he provides
the most current assessment of what sea and space power
mean for each other as well as envisioning the future of
maritime oriented defense host to the u s navy for nearly six
decades bahrain has been a steadfast american ally in the



turbulent middle east its unique relationship with the united
states evolved through a series of friendships between
bahrain s ruling al khalifa royal family and top u s navy flag
officers assigned to the fleet in the gulf over the years it has
become a strategic partnership critical to global security as
naval historian david f winkler examines these developing
relationships he offers a fascinating overview of bahraini
history the entry of american humanitarian and economic
interests the establishment of an american naval presence in
the cold war the arab israeli conflicts and the downfall of the
iranian shah among other subjects the author tells the story
from both bahraini and american perspectives given u s
commitment to the region and its concurrent objectives of
combating the global war on terrorism and establishing
democracy this book provides an important historical context
for those interested in a crucial facet of american foreign
relations while many works describe the history of u s
diplomatic and military involvement in the gulf this is the
first to cover in depth the history of the u s navy in bahrain
this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as
we know it this work is in the public domain in the united
states of america and possibly other nations within the
united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as
no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body
of the work scholars believe and we concur that this work is
important enough to be preserved reproduced and made



generally available to the public to ensure a quality reading
experience this work has been proofread and republished
using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical
elements with text in an easy to read typeface we appreciate
your support of the preservation process and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant the first non japanese language battle history of the
imperial japanese navy in world war ii to recount the war in
the pacific as the japanese saw and officially recorded it the
british empire the largest empire in history was
fundamentally a maritime one britain s imperial power was
inextricably tied to the strength of the royal navy the ability
to protect and extend britain s political and economic
interests overseas and to provide the vital bonds that
connected the metropole with the colonies this book will
examine the intrinsic relationship between the royal navy
and the empire by examining not only the navy s
expansionist role on land and sea but also the ideological
and cultural influence it exerted for both the coloniser and
colonised the navy s voyages of discovery created new
scientific knowledge and inspired art literature and film
using the model of the royal navy colonies began to develop
their own navies many of which supported the royal navy in
the major conflicts of the twentieth century daniel owen
spence here provides a history of the navy s role in empire
from the earliest days of colonisation to the present day
commonwealth in doing so he shows how the relationship



between the navy and the empire played a part in shaping the
globalised society we inhabit today divthis brilliant
exposition by a great strategist proposes that the key to
maritime dominance lies in effective use of sea lines for
communications and in denying that use to the enemy div
one of the key concerns of naval strategists and planners
today is the nature of the chinese geostrategic challenge
conceding that no one can know for certain china s
intentions in terms of future conflict the editors of this hot
topic book argue that the trajectory of chinese nuclear
propulsion for submarines may be one of the best single
indicators of china s ambitions of global military power
nuclear submarines with their unparalleled survivability
remain ideal platforms for persistent operations in far flung
sea areas and offer an efficient means for china to project
power this collection of essays presents the latest thinking of
leading experts on the emergence of a modern nuclear
submarine fleet in china each contribution is packed with
authoritative data and cogent analysis the book has been
compiled by four professors and analysts at the u s naval war
college who are co founders of the college s recently
established china maritime studies institute given the opaque
nature of china s undersea warfare development readers will
benefit from this penetrating investigation that considers the
potential impact of even the most revolutionary changes in
chinese nuclear submarine capabilities the editors believe
that to ignore such possibilities would be the height of



strategic folly and represent inexcusable negligence in terms
of u s national defense anyone who is interested in the future
of the u s navy and the defense of the united states will find
this book to be essential reading the intense rivalry in
battleship building that took place between britain and
germany in the run up to the first world war is seen by many
as the most totemic of all armaments races blamed by
numerous commentators during the inter war years as a
major cause of the great war it has become emblematic of all
that is wrong with international competitions in military
strength yet despite this notoriety the great naval race has
not received the attention that this elevated status would
merit and it has never been examined from the viewpoint of
both of its participants simultaneously and equally this
volume which contains a comprehensive survey of the
existing scholarship on this topic both english language and
german as well as important primary source materials from
a range of archives in both britain and germany fills this gap
by putting the actions of the british admiralty side by side
with those of its german counterparts it enables the naval
race to be viewed comparatively and thereby facilitates an
understanding of how the two parties to this conflict
interacted by offering a comprehensive range of german
documents in both their original text and in english
translation the book makes the german role in this conflict
accessible to an english speaking audience for the first time
as such it is an essential volume for any serious student of



naval policy in the pre first world war era a 1995 study of the
navy in the french revolution revealing its crucial role in the
political conflict the voices of over 125 royal navy men and
women recount their days of service to britain andthe world
during the 1939 1945 war at sea the stories selected from the
audio archive of the imperial war museum cover as wide a
rangeas possible of wartime experiences that include life
before the war motivations for enlisting training and
reporting for sea duty accounts of fear anger and terror are
intertwined withothers that concern love humor and fun
shipboard life is remembered as ranging from hecticto
monotonous both inspiring and frustrating and dangerous
yet also secure the book s chapters accompany the men and
their ships from great oceans to unknownbackwaters as they
engage year by year in the war s naval battles and campaigns
the majorityof which are represented there is a chapter
dedicated to the wartime contributions of thewrns another
chapter dedicated to the rn s boy seamen and an epilogue
that tells about thepost war fate of some of the ships and men
featured in the book in the first half of the nineteenth
century the british sought to master the physical properties
of the oceans in the second half they lorded over large
portions of the oceans outer rim the dominance of her
majesty s navy was due in no small part to collaboration
between the british admiralty the maritime community and
the scientific elite together they transformed the vast
emptiness of the ocean into an ordered and bounded grid in



the process the modern scientist emerged science itself
expanded from a limited and local undertaking receiving
parsimonious state support to worldwide and relatively well
financed research involving a hierarchy of practitioners
analyzing the economic political social and scientific
changes on which the british sailed to power tides of history
shows how the british admiralty collaborated closely not only
with scholars such as william whewell but also with the
maritime community sailors local tide table makers dockyard
officials and harbormasters in order to systematize
knowledge of the world s oceans coasts ports and estuaries as
michael s reidy points out britain s security and prosperity as
a maritime nation depended on its ability to maneuver
through the oceans and dominate coasts and channels the
practice of science and the rise of the scientist became
inextricably linked to the process of european expansion
from the introductory chapter i war declared though the
announcement in the morning papers of march the 1st 1895
that the french ambassador had presented to our minister of
foreign affairs the afternoon previously a demand for an
early evacuation of egypt by our troops came upon the
country like a clap of thunder it was soon evident that for
some years france had been secretly but energetically
preparing for war the great irritation against england of
recent years due to our prolonged stay in egypt had been
much increased by the congo treaty and the gradual
extension of our influence north of uganda there was no



doubt a footing in khartoum from the south would soon
follow and we should thus obtain a hold upon egypt
compared with which our present position in its northern
portion is unimportant the bitter animosity against germany
now was diverted to ourselves such questions openly said the
french papers will never be satisfactorily settled till france
has a navy of which england is afraid a recent inquiry had
discomfited all the critics and demonstrated that the french
fleet had never been in such an efficient condition moreover
the people were convinced not only that the appliances of
modern naval warfare tended to equalise the combatants
while the torpedo would give additional chances to the
country which had developed it to the highest degree but that
their past defeats were mainly due to the terrible
disorganisation of their navy which the revolution of 1789
brought about this had been lost sight of in england or
rather it had not been put forward in any naval history until
an american writer had shown under what disadvantages in
this respect the french fought at sea in the old wars
experienced commanders were ruthlessly dismissed or fled to
escape the guillotine while their places were taken by
inexperienced adherents of the republic to what other result
than that which followed could such a procedure lead the
death of admiral nelson on his flagship the victory at the
battle of trafalgar in 1805 is the basis of a well known story
this book focuses on william beatty the surgeon who attended
nelson in his last hours and was later to publicize the



deathbed scene it traces his life and career as a leading naval
surgeon during the napoleonic wars and afterwards during
the course of the anglo german naval race the british
admiralty found a regular flow of information on germany s
naval policy on her warship construction and on the
technical progress of her fleet to be absolutely vital it was
only on the basis of accurate calculations of germany s
maritime development that the framers of british naval policy
could formulate a coherent response to this alarming
challenge to the royal navy s long standing supremacy at sea
while numerous sources were available to the admiralty on
the development of the german navy the most important was
the information provided by the british naval attaché in
berlin from his meetings with german officials conversations
at social occasions visits to naval facilities and shipyards and
personal observations of german naval politics the british
naval attaché was able to supply a regular stream of high
grade intelligence to his superiors in whitehall this volume
examines and illustrates the work of the last four officers to
hold the post of naval attaché in berlin before the cataclysm
of 1914 captains dumas heath watson and henderson by
providing examples of their reporting on such crucial
matters as the expansion of the german battle fleet the goals
of admiral von tirpitz the development of german naval
materiel including dreadnoughts u boats and airships this
volume of attaché correspondence illustrates a fundamental
but neglected dimension of the anglo german naval race



before the first world war namely the role of the navy s man
on the spot in berlin what did it take logistically and
operationally for the small and underfunded us navy to face
the battle hardened royal navy in the war of 1812 find out in
this book the magnum opus of one of the deans of american
naval history when the war of 1812 broke out the newly
formed and cash strapped united states faced great britain
the world s foremost sea power with a navy that had largely
fallen into disrepair and neglect in this riveting book william
s dudley presents the most complete history of the inner
workings of the us navy department during the conflict
which lasted until 1815 what did it take he asks for the us
navy to build fit out man provision and send fighting ships to
sea for extended periods of time during the war of 1812
when the british blockade of 1813 14 severely constrained
american sea trade reducing the government s income and
closing down access to american seaports the navy was
forced to innovate to make improvements through reforms to
redeploy personnel and to strengthen its industrial capacity
highlighting matters of supply construction recruitment
discipline medical care shipbuilding and innovation dudley
helps readers understand the navy s successes and failures in
the war and beyond he also presents the logistics of the war
in relation to fleet actions on the lakes and selected ship
actions on the oceans stresses the importance of
administration in warfighting and shows how reforms and
innovations in those areas led to a stronger more efficient



navy refuting the idea that the united states won the war
dudley argues that the conflict was at best a stalemate
drawing on twenty five years of archival research around the
world inside the us navy of 1812 1815 will leave readers with
a better appreciation of how the navy contributed strategic
value to the nation s survival in the conflict and assisted in
bringing the war to an honorable end this book will appeal to
scholars and students of naval and military history veterans
current officers and maritime oriented history buffs this is
the story of 835 naval air squadron as told by one of its
surviving officers it tells the story of the outstanding fleets of
flying and the importance of the merchant navy in the
second world war a unique keepsake with 32 color
photographs of u s s harry s truman cvn 75 a u s navy
aircraft carrier ideal for anyone who loves the navy naval
history naval aviation or harry s truman includes 3 full page
photographs of 10 foot long seaworthy lego sculpture of
truman by lego artist malle hawking coastal defence navies
constitute a distinct type of naval force in the world today
they possess a unique set of force structure and support
infrastructure characteristics and more than any other type
of navy they are directly influenced by the geographical
conditions of their operational environments this book
examines and classifies both coastal defence navies and their
operational environments special attention is paid to the
influence that geography has upon the force structure as
well as the strategy and tactics of these navies the german



navy s experiences under the third reich are explored in this
detailed history of the kriegsmarine thomas history georgia
southern college draws on a wide range of sources to
illuminate the crucial relationship between the naval officer
corps one of the traditional elites of germany and the
national socialist party annotation copyrighted by book news
inc portland or the origins of a permanent french sailing
navy can be traced to the work of cardinal richelieu in the
1620s but this naval force declined rapidly in the 1650s and
a virtually new marine royale had to be re created by colbert
from 1661 thereafter louis xiv s navy grew rapidly to become
the largest and most powerful in the world at the same time
establishing a reputation for the quality of its ship design
that lasted until the end of sail the eighteenth century was to
see defeat and decline revival and victory but by 1786 the
french navy had emerged from its most successful naval war
having frequently outfought or outmanoeuvred the british
navy in battle and in the process making a major
contribution to american independence this book is the first
comprehensive listing of these ships in english and follows
the pattern set by its companion volume on the 1786 1861
period in providing an impressive depth of information it is
organised by rate classification and class with significant
technical and building data followed by highlights of the
careers of each ship in every class thus for the first time it is
possible to form a clear picture of the overall development of
french warships throughout the whole of the sailing era



certain to become the standard english language reference
work its publication is of the utmost importance to every
naval historian and general reader interested in the navies of
the sailing era publisher s description this is a curated and
comprehensive collection of the most important works
covering matters related to national security diplomacy
defense war strategy and tactics the collection spans
centuries of thought and experience and includes the latest
analysis of international threats both conventional and
asymmetric it also includes riveting first person accounts of
historic battles and wars some of the books in this series are
reproductions of historical works preserved by some of the
leading libraries in the world as with any reproduction of a
historical artifact some of these books contain missing or
blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc we believe these
books are essential to this collection and the study of war
and have therefore brought them back into print despite
these imperfections we hope you enjoy the unmatched
breadth and depth of this collection from the historical to the
just published works in 1786 the french navy had just
emerged from its most successful war of the eighteenth
century having frequently out fought or out manoeuvred the
royal navy in battle and made a major contribution to
american independence the reputation of its ship design and
fighting skills never stood higher yet within a few years the
effects of the french revolution had devastated its efficiency
leading to defeat after defeat fine ships continued to be built



but even under napoleon s dynamic influence the navy never
recovered sufficiently to alter the balance of sea power it was
only after 1815 that the navy revived espousing technical
innovation and invention to produce some of the most
advanced ships of the age this book is the first
comprehensive listing of these ships in english and follows
the pattern set by the companion series on british warships in
the age of sail in providing an impressive depth of
information it is organised by rate classification and class
with significant technical and building data followed by a
concise summary of the careers of each ship in every class
thus for the first time it is possible to form a clear picture of
the overall development of french warships in the latter half
of the sailing era author rif winfield is the author of the four
volume classic british warships in the age of sail as well as a
number of other highly regarded books on the sailing navy
dr stephen s roberts his collaborator on this book is a leading
american authority on french warships and those of the
nineteenth century in particular 200 illustrations retired
navy seal chris hagerman will take you inside the basic
underwater demolition seal training program to teach
prospective navy seals the ins and outs of the most rigorous
military selection program in the world hagerman along with
the team at sofrep is uniquely suited to write a program of
instruction which walks would be special operations troops
through the course and tells them how to get from a to b and
achieve their goals in the special operations community filled



with entertaining anecdotes and an insider s knowledge navy
seals bud s preparation guide is a must read for prospective
seals and armchair military enthusiasts everywhere topics
include mental toughness techniques physical conditioning
tips step by step application guides and detailed evolution
walkthroughs complete with tactics techniques and
procedures ttps to ensure you have the best chance at
completing training back cover the german navy s
experiences under the third reich are explored in depth in
this comprehensive history originally published in 1990 of
the kriegsmarine the author draws on a wide range of
sources to illuminate for the first time the crucial
relationship between the naval officer corps one of the
traditional elites of germany and the national socialist party
the book begins by describing the navy s frustrating
experiences in the first world war when inactivity on the part
of the surface fleet and poor communication with the other
armed services led to a revolutionary atmosphere by 1918 it
then analyses the navy s often troubled relationship with the
parties of the weimar republic and the admirals fear of
subversion by the germany communist party which
contributed to their changing relationship with national
socialism before 1933 admiral john s mccain and the
triumph of naval air power covers the life and professional
career of adm john s mccain sr 1884 1945 spanning most of
the first half of the twentieth century mccain s life and
career highlight the integration of aviation into the navy



emphasizing the evolution of the aircraft carrier from a
tactical element of the fleet stressing sea control to a
strategic force capable of long range power projection
although much of the book focuses on carrier aviation
mccain was instrumental in the emergence of flying boats
considered essential for long range reconnaissance in the
pacific one of the senior officers branded as johnny come
latelys by pioneer aviators mccain nevertheless brought fresh
approaches and innovation to naval aviation his prewar and
initial wartime commands encompassed tender based and
shore based aviation which were critical to early operations
in the pacific yet mccain also understood the power and
potential of carrier based aviation initially as commanding
officer of the uss ranger cv 4 before the war then as a carrier
task force commander under adm william f halsey in the
pacific in 1944 and 1945 moreover he served tours as chief
of the bureau of aeronautics and the first deputy chief of
naval operations air in 1942 1944 in these posts he witnessed
and played a role in the culmination of naval air power as a
means of delivering crippling blows to the enemy s homeland
mccain was among only a handful of officers who achieved
prominence during the war and who had experience in all of
these varied and challenging levels of command the book
describes in detail the discussions about the naval strategy
and the shipbuilding progams in the soviet political and
military leadership from 1922 to the death of stalin in 1953
naval histories often stop short at the death of nelson this



book succinctly fills the gap by covering the golden age of
british sea power the period which saw the defeat of
napoleon the american war the expansion of the empire the
introduction of the steamship and the defeat of the first
german menace not only a galaxy of heroic episodes this
book also highlights the relationship between the navy in
war and peace to the nation as a whole one of this century s
most significant events china s maritime transformation is
already making waves yet china s course and its implications
including at sea remain highly uncertain triggering intense
speculation and concern from many quarters and in many
directions it has never been more important to assess what
ships china can supply its navy and other maritime forces
with today and in the future china s shipbuilding industry
has grown more rapidly than any other in modern history
commercial shipbuilding output jumped thirteen fold from
2002 12 beijing has largely met its goal of becoming the
world s largest shipbuilder by 2015 yet progress is uneven
with military shipbuilding leading overall but with
significant weakness in propulsion and electronics for
military and civilian applications alike moreover no other
book has answered three pressing questions what are china s
prospects for success in key areas of naval shipbuilding what
are the likely results for china s navy what are the
implications for the u s navy to address these critical
complex issues this volume brings together some of the world
s leading experts and linguistic analysts often pairing them



in research teams these sailors scholars analysts industry
experts and other professionals have commanded ships at
sea led shipbuilding programs ashore toured chinese vessels
and production facilities invested in chinese shipyards and
advised others in their investment and analyzed and
presented important data to top level decision makers in
times of crisis in synthesizing their collective insights the
book fills a key gap in our understanding of china its
shipbuilding its navy and what it all means their findings
will fascinate and concern you while offering different
perspectives they largely agree on several important points
through a process of imitative innovation china has been
able to leap frog some naval development engineering and
production steps and achieve tremendous cost and time
savings by leveraging work done by the u s and other
countries china s shipbuilding industry is poised to make the
plan the second largest navy in the world by 2020 and if
current trends continue a combat fleet that in overall order
of battle i e hardware specific terms is quantitatively and
even perhaps qualitatively on a par with that of the u s navy
by 2030 already chinese ship design and building advances
are helping the plan to contest sea control in a widening arc
of the western pacific china continues to lack transparency
in important respects but much is knowable through the
interdisciplinary research approach pioneered by the naval
war college china maritime studies institute in the series
studies in chinese maritime development of which this is the



sixth volume a comprehensive account of the naval history
of new zealand and the rnzn s role in the second world war
manila santiago tells the history of the u s navy s operations
in the spanish war of 1898 this was america s first two ocean
war in which the decisive battles at manila bay and santiago
de cuba were separated by two months and ten thousand
miles our new steel navy came of age during this quick
modern little war the battles were decided by colorful officers
today largely forgotten by shang dewey in the philippines
and fighting bob evans off southern cuba by jack philip
conning the texas and constructor hobson scuttling the
merrimac by clark of the oregon pushing his battleship
around south america by admiral sampson and commodore
schley ending splendid careers in controversy beside these
figures stood middle aged lieutenants and overworked
bluejackets green naval militiamen and on board
correspondents and the others who fought or witnessed the
pivotal battles hovering over the conflict was a revered
national spirit the commanders of 1898 had come of age
under sail with admiral david farragut in the civil war after
enduring the doldrums the navy s embarrassing postwar
decline they drew on lessons learned from farragut as they
steamed to meet the spaniards despite contrary opinions
throughout the world they expected not only to survive but to
triumph manila santiago also offers several sympathetic
portraits of spanish officers the dons for whom american
sailors held little personal enmity it especially examines the



plights of admirals montojo and cervera doomed to sacrifice
their forces for the pride of a dying empire excerpt from a
complete handbook for the sanitary troops of the u s army
and navy surgeon general r m o reilly u s army general the
adoption of a regular scheme of instruction for the hospital
corps has occasioned the demand for a handbook which
would include in concise form and in one volume all the
various subjects taught thus doing away with the necessity
for some half dozen or more books from which what was
needed must be carefully culled while it was desired to revise
and retain in use the handbook of the late general smart
which has done such good service in the advancement of the
hospital corps toward the higher standard of training now
required of them it was found impracticable to do so as it did
not include many of the subjects now taught it has however
been freely drawn upon for material and illustrations used in
the present volume and the indebtedness is hereby
acknowledged about the publisher forgotten books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at
forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an
important historical work forgotten books uses state of the
art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving
the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in
the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original
such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our
edition we do however repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are



intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical
works when and why did the royal navy come to view the
expansion of german maritime power as a threat to british
maritime security contrary to current thinking matthew s
seligmann argues that germany emerged as a major threat at
the outset of the twentieth century not because of its growing
battle fleet but because the british admiralty rightly believed
that germany s naval planners intended to arm their country
s fast merchant vessels in wartime and send them out to
attack british trade in the manner of the privateers of old this
threat to british seaborne commerce was so serious that the
leadership of the royal navy spent twelve years trying to work
out how best to counter it ever more elaborate measures were
devised to this end these included building fighting liners to
run down the german ones devising a specialized warship the
battle cruiser as a weapon of trade defence attempting to
change international law to prohibit the conversion of
merchant vessels into warships on the high seas establishing
a global intelligence network to monitor german shipping
movements and finally the arming of british merchant
vessels in self defence the manner in which german schemes
for commerce warfare drove british naval policy for over a
decade before 1914 has not been recognized before the royal
navy and the german threat illustrates a new and important
aspect of british naval history in 1786 the french navy had
just emerged from its most successful war of the eighteenth
century having frequently outfought or outmanoeuvred the



royal navy in battle and made a major contribution to
american independence the reputation of its ship design and
fighting skills never stood higher yet within a few years the
effects of the french revolution had devastated its efficiency
leading to defeat after defeat fine ships continued to be built
but even under napoleon s dynamic influence the navy never
recovered sufficiently to alter the balance of sea power it was
only after 1815 that the navy revived espousing technical
innovation and invention to produce some of the most
advanced ships of the age this book is the first
comprehensive listing of these ships in english and follows
the pattern set by the companion series on british warships in
the age of sail in providing an impressive depth of
information it is organised by rate classification and class
with significant technical and building data followed by a
concise summary of the careers of each ship in every class
thus for the first time it is possible to form a clear picture of
the overall development of french warships in the latter half
of the sailing era a compelling account of one of the most
ambitious and catastrophic french naval expeditions in the
eighteenth century the british battleship is one of the most
intensely studied of all naval topics but it is also among the
most popular norman friedman is one of the most highly
regarded of all naval writers with an avid following for his
work therefore a new book on british battleships by friedman
is a major event and has been eagerly awaited ever since
knowledge of the project began to circulate among



enthusiasts friedman has the ability to bring new ideas to
even the most over worked subjects based on extensive
original research and a talent for explaining technology in
the wider context of politics economics and strategy his latest
book covers the development of royal navy capital ships
including battlecruisers from the pre history of the
revolutionary dreadnought of 1906 to the last of the line hms
vanguard in 1946 repleat with original insights the story that
emerges will enlighten and surprise even the most
knowledgeable the attraction of the book is enhanced by sets
of specially commissioned plans of the important classes by
john roberts and a d baker iii both renowned experts in their
own right plus a colour section featuring the original
admiralty draughts including a spectacular double gatefold
for many with an interest in warships this will be the book of
the year in defeating the u boat inventing antisubmarine
warfare newport paper 36 jan s breemer tells the story of the
british response to the german submarine threat his account
of germany s asymmetric challenge to use the contemporary
term to britain s naval mastery holds important lessons for
the united states today the u s navy in particular the royal
navy s obstinate refusal to consider seriously the option of
convoying merchant vessels which turned out to be key to the
solution of the u boat problem demonstrates the extent to
which professional military cultures can thwart technical
and operational innovation even in circumstances of
existential threat although historical controversy continues



to cloud this issue breemer ends his lively and informative
study with some general reflections on military innovation
and the requirements for fostering it foreword this five
volume history of the part played by the royal navy in the
great war is based chiefly on the records of the historical
section of the admiralty with the full help of the german
admiralty these records include telegrams to and from the
admiralty reports from officers in command minutes of
proceedings of the war cabinet and other state papers it also
makes use of allied ministers conference records ships logs
signal logs captains and squadron commanders despatches
as well as battle orders to the fleet and local records of every
base and shore station it contains maps plans and diagrams
of the original which was published between 1920 and 1931
the first comprehensive listing of these ships in english
profusely illustrated and impressively informative midwest
book review the origins of a permanent french sailing navy
can be traced to the work of cardinal richelieu in the 1620s
but this naval force declined rapidly in the 1650s and a
virtually new marine royale had to be re created by colbert
from 1661 thereafter louis xiv s navy grew rapidly to become
the largest and most powerful in the world at the same time
establishing a reputation for the quality of its ship design
that lasted until the end of sail the eighteenth century was to
see defeat and decline revival and victory but by 1786 the
french navy had emerged from its most successful naval war
having frequently outfought or outmaneuvred the british



navy in battle and in the process making a major
contribution to american independence this book provides
significant technical and building data as well as highlights
of the careers of each ship in every class for the first time it
is possible to form a clear picture of the overall development
of french warships throughout the whole of the sailing era a
handy and quick reference to a variety of vessels a top notch
reference book british tars 1740 1790
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